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of Us camels,* is indeed in a sorry plight; there is no help for him. For what counsel could there be for him, who will^not be counselled of God? . . . Reflections'are a trivial commodity, but in prayer there is very great profit; a single welling up in the heart in the name of him whom we call a Lord, until we can address him as our Lord, and we are overwhelmed with countless blessings. . . . The heavenly physician has again renewed the flame of life within me."
Strasburg, where there was little at that time beside the garrison and the officials to remind one that it belonged to France, made upon Goethe at his arrival a humble impression. " It is not a hair's breadth better or worse than everything else I know in the world, that is to say, very ordinary/' This is his opinion after the first fortnight. But the more his dull eyes brightened, the higher the city rose in his estimation.
No small share in this revolution must be attributed to his table companions. He dined at the table d'hdte kept by some maiden ladies by the name of Lauth in the Knob-lochsgasse, and found there a very pleasant circle. There were at first about ten, later twenty, good fellows in the company, almost all pursuing some higher calling, most of them students of medicine. The leader was Johann Daniel Salzmann, clerk of the Probate Court, a bachelor of forty-eight years, who administered his office with the greatest care for the welfare of widows and orphans. From his reading, thought, and experience he had gathered a rich fund of worldly wisdom, and as to this he added gentleness, dignity, and manliness, and was of mature age, the leadership of the Round Table had for years devolved upon him. His lively interest in literature held his young companions together, not only at the table d'hdte, but also in a society of belles-lettres,36 in which he likewise wielded the sceptre. Of all the company it was he to whom Goethe became most attached, and he in turn grew very fond of the youth of such refinement and such ambition. Nearest to Salzmann in vou I-"~7-                     * Cf. Gen xxiv.